Leuconostoc spp., although rarely pathogenic in humans, have recently been reported as causing serious infections (1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 11) . We describe a neonate with meningitis caused by this organism and review previously reported cases.
Case report. A 1-month-old female infant presented with a 2-day history of poor feeding. She was born at term with a weight of 2.34 kg (small for gestational age). Hirschsprung's disease was diagnosed during the first week of life, and a defunctioning colostomy was performed. The (9) . Unfortunately, the gastrointestinal tract and infant formula as possible sources of infection were not investigated in this case.
Leuconostoc spp. may be nonhemolytic (4) or alphahemolytic (8) and may be mistaken for viridans group streptococci or Streptococcus pneumoniae. However, unlike streptococci they are highly resistant to vancomycin and produce gas during glucose fermentation (8) . Lactobacillus spp. may also be confused with leuconostocs (4, 8) .
This report describes a neonate who developed meningitis at 1 month of age. Meningitis in a 16-year-old caused by Leuconostoc sp. was reported from South Africa (2) , but this is thought to be the first description of neonatal meningitis due to a leuconostoc (in this instance, L. mesenteroides).
J. CLIN. MICROBIOL. This case was complicated by the development of severe ventriculitis which did not respond to intravenous penicillin and intraventricular gentamicin, and the baby died.
Since organisms persisted in ventricular fluid despite adequate antibiotic levels and the presence of numerous leukocytes, a defect in leukocyte killing was suspected. However, no such defect could be demonstrated. The aggressive nature of the illness in this case may have been related to the relative immaturity of the neonatal immune system.
Published reports (including the present case) of human infections due to leuconostocs are summarized in Table 1 . Four of the ten patients had indwelling intravenous catheters, and three others were compromised in other ways. It is thus evident that breakdown in host defenses is an important predisposing factor. In addition to these cases, a vancomycin-resistant viridans group streptococcus reported by Shlaes et al. (10) may actually have been a Leuconostoc sp.
(8).
This report is further evidence that, although rarely pathogenic, leuconostocs may cause severe infection in humans.
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